














Rules for the Enforcement of the 2021 International Fire Code and 2021 International Building Code 

In the following document, an underlined word or sentence is a Kendall County regulation that has been 
added: a strike through is a word or sentence removed as a Kendall County regulation. 

Changes affecting any code section will be displayed under the appropriate section. 

Throughout the 2021 International Fire Code and/or 2021 International Building Code where the word 
fire chief appears this shall include Fire Marshal, fire chief … 

Chapter 1 – Scope and Administration 

Section 103 
Code Compliance Agency 
[A] 103.1 Creation of agency.  The Kendall County Fire Marshal’s Office is hereby created and the official 
in charge thereof shall be known as the fire code official Kendall County Fire Marshal.  The function of 
the agency shall be the implementation, administration, and enforcement of the provisions of this code.  

Section 104 – Duties and Powers of the Fire Code Official 
[A] 104.3 Right of entry.  Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of this 
code, or whare the fire code official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in a building or on 
any premises any conditions or violations f this code that make the building or premise unsafe, 
dangerous or hazardous, the fire code official shall have the authority to enter the building or premises 
at all reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed on the fire code official by this code.  
If such building or premises is occupied, the fire code official shall present credentials to the occupant 
and request entry.  If such building or premises is unoccupied, the fire code official shall first make a 
reasonable effort to locate the owner, the owner’s authorized agent or other person having charge or 
control of the building or premises and request entry.  If entry is refused, the fire code official has 
recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.  No owner or occupant or any other person 
having charge, care or control of any building shall fail or neglect, after proper demand is made as herein 
provided, to properly permit entry by the Fire Marshal or his authorized representatives for the purpose 
of inspection or examination under such exigent circumstances affecting the safety of person and/or 
property, or to take such prudent action to abate a fire or life hazard.  
 
[A] 104.3.1.2 Photographic Documentation.  Members of the Fire Marshal’s Office making such 
examinations or inspections shall have the right, with proper credentials, and be authorized to take 
audio recordings, the required number of photographs, or video recordings for evidence and for records 
use by the Fire Marshal’s Office to document and study fire hazards and scientific control for fire and life 
safety. 
 
104.12.4 Removal of debris and rubble after fire: (a).  The owner or person having under his control or 
in his possession upon any premises in the county, any hay, straw, bales of wool, cotton, paper or other 
substances which have been rendered useless or unmerchantable by reason of any fire on such 
premises, or any debris resulting from such fire, must remove such substances and debris from such 
premises within one hundred and sixty eight hours (168) after notice to do so has been served by the 
Fire Marshal.  (b).  Whenever any building or other structure in the county is partially burned, the owner 
thereof or the person in charge or control thereof, shall within twenty days (20) after notice from the 



Fire Marshal so to do, remove all refuse, debris, charred and partially burned lumber and materials from 
the ground; and if such building or other structure  shall be burned to such an extent that it is rendered 
incapable of being repaired, the owner of the property upon which structure is locate, or person in 
charge and control thereof, shall within twenty days (20) after notice from the Fire Marshal so to do, 
remove all remaining portions of the building or structure, from the ground.  (c).  The Fire Marshal may 
extend the 20 (20) day period of removal of such burned or partially burned buildings, when the 
insurance adjustment, if any is still pending. 
 
Section 112 – Violations 
[A] 112.3 Notice of violation, fire marshal order, citation. 
Where the fire code official finds a building, premises, vehicle, storage facility of outdoor area that is in 
violation of this code, the fire code official is authorized to prepare a written notice of violations, fire 
marshal order or citation (as applicable under state law) describing the conditions deemed unsafe and, 
where compliance is not immediately specifying a time for reinspection or appearance in court. 
 
Chapter 2 – Definitions 
 
AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE shall have the meaning as defined in the Texas occupations Code 
2308.251. 
 
CARNIVAL means an organized program of entertaining or exhibition, which may include merrymaking, 
feasting, and/or masquerading, either inside or outside a structure. 
 
 FAIR means a gathering of buyers and sellers at a particular place and time for trade, competitive 
exhibition accompanied with food and entertainment. 
 
FIRE LANE shall mean any area appurtenant to entrances or exits of a building deemed necessary by the 
Fire Marshal or his designee to remain free and clear of parked vehicles for access to such building in 
case of fire or other emergency and designated by him as such, and may include sidewalks, driveways, 
portions of parking lots, or any other area adjacent to or near building entrances or exits, or any fire 
hydrant.  Fire lanes identified or designated by the Fire Marshal, or his designee shall be conspicuously 
marked and identifies as set out in Appendix D of the 2021 International Fire Codes and in the Texas 
Occupations Code 2308.25(a). 
 
COMMERCIAL EXTABLISHMENT means a place where goods and commodities or services are provided 
displayed, exchanged, sold or bought. 
 
MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING means any residential structure consisting of four (4) or more residential 
dwelling units.  (Dwelling Unit – A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or 
more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.)  
Typically, but not always, classified within the Group “R” occupancy classification. 
 
OCCUPANT means any person, agent, firm or corporation that occupies a building or part thereof as an 
owner or tenant. 



PUBLIC BUILDING; PUBLIC ACCESS BUILDING; PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE BUILDING means a place in which 
the possession and/or use, as well as the property in it, gives members of the public free access or use 
and includes buildings in which the public may enter, including where an entry fee is charged; or 
otherwise comply with the requirements of an “occupiable space” as defined in the 2021 International 
Building Code. 
 
Chapter 3 – General Requirements 
Section 311 – Vacant Premises 
311.1.1 Abandoned premises.  Buildings, structures and premises for which an owner cannot be 
identified or located by dispatch or a certificate of mailing to the last known or registered address, which 
persistently or repeatedly become unprotected or unsecured, which have bee occupied by unauthorized 
persons or for illegal purposes, or which present a danger of structural collapse or fire spread to 
adjacent properties shall be considered abandoned, declared unsafe and abated by demolition or 
rehabilitation in accordance with the International Property Maintenance Code and the International 
code Texas health and Safety Code, Title 5, Chapter 343 and/or Texas Local Government Code, Title 11, 
Chapter 352. 
 
Chapter 4 – Emergency Planning and Preparedness 
Section 405 – Emergency Evacuation Drills 
405.1.1 Fire Marshal’s Power to Order Fire Drill.  The fire Marshal or his designee may require a fire drill 
at any reasonable time, depending on the time of day the building is normally occupied. 
 
Chapter 5 – Fire Service Features 
Section 503 – Fire Apparatus Access Roads 
503.2.4 Turning radius.  The required turning radius of a fire apparatus access road shall be determined 
by the fire code official.  See Appendix D for minimum design requirements. 
 
503.2.5 Dead ends.  Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet (42 720 MM) in length 
shall be provided with an approved area for turning around fire apparatus.  See Appendix D for 
Minimum design requirements. 
 
503.2.7.1 Grade Increases.  The gradient for fire apparatus access roads may be increased when the 
following conditions are met: 
 1) All grades in excess of 10% but not in excess of 12% may be approved when all of the 
following conditions exist: 
  a) The length of the grade does not exceed 300 feet from the beginning point of the 
grade to the termination point of the grade. 
  b) The termination point of the grade is not within 150 feet of a down-hill intersection, 
cul-de-sac, or hammerhead. 
  c) The last 75 feet of a down-hill slope approaching an intersection is not greater than 
5%. 
  d) A grade indicating sign showing the international symbol for a grade, as well as the 
numerical percentage of the grade, is installed within 75 feet of the start of both the uphill and down-
hill portions of the grade.  



 2)  All grades in excess of 12% may be approved when all of the following conditions exist: 
  a) The length of the grade does not exceed 300 feet from the beginning point of the 
grade to the termination point of the grade. 
  b) The termination point of the grade is not within 150 feet of a down-hill intersection, 
cul-de-sac, or hammerhead. 
  c) The last 75 feet of a down-hill slope approaching an intersection is not greater than 
5%. 
  d) All structures on a fire department access road with a grade greater than 12% are 
provided with a public water supply sufficient to meet the fire flow requirements of Table B105.1 and 
hydrant distribution to meet the requirement of Table C105.1. 
  e) ALL structures regulated by the International Building Code with access off a fire 
department access road with a grade greater than 12% MUST be approved with a fire sprinkler system 
in accordance with Section 903.3. 
 
503.4.1.2 Removal of Vehicle by Sheriff, Constable, or Fire Marshal.  Any vehicle parked in any 
designated fire lane may be removed at the vehicle owner’s or operator’s expense on authorization of 
the Sheriff, Sheriff’s Deputy, Constable or Fire Marshal under the following conditions. 
 1.  When the vehicle violates the fire lane regulations indicated in Section 503.4 by parking in a 
fire lane, or 
 2.  When a vehicle blocks the ingress/egress of a business, theater, night club, apartment 
complex, or a place of assembly, or 
 3.  When a vehicle’s presence threatens the life safety of the public by impeding the ability of an 
authorized emergency vehicle to respond to an emergency.  
 
Section 505 Premises Identification 
505.1.1 Multiple Buildings.  Where there are multiple buildings at a single property address, each 
building shall have building number(s) 6 (152.3 mm) inches high posted on the building in a location that 
is plainly legible and visible from the driving surface closest to the building. 
 
Section 507 – Fire Protection Water Supplies 
Section 507.3 Fire flow.  Fire flow requirements for buildings or portions of buildings and facilities shall 
be as indicated in the 2021 International Fire Code, Appendix B, or NFPA 1142 whichever is less, or as 
determined by an approved method.   
 
Chapter 6 – Building Services and Systems 
Section 603 – Electrical Equipment, Wiring and Hazards 
Section 603.9.1.1 Safety Tip-Over Switches.  No portable, electric space heater may be operated in any 
occupancy or location unless the space heater is equipped with a safety tip-over switch that completely 
disrupts electrical power to the space hater before the heater has tipped in any direction beyond the 
angle of critical balance.  Critical balance is the minimum angel through which a heater must be tipped 
to cause it to tip overdue solely to the force of gravity. 
 
Section 606 – Commercial Cooking Equipment and Systems 



606.2.1 Commercial Vent/Hood Extinguishing Systems.  A commercial fire extinguishing system shall be 
installed in all Type I hood at or above all commercial cooking and/or domestic cooking appliances 
utilized in commercial cooking operations that produce grease laden vapors. 
 
 Exception:  A residential Vent/Hood extinguishing system and residential vent/hood are 
permitted to be utilized (in lieu of a commercial fire extinguishing system) when only domestic cooking 
appliance are utilized in the following: 

1. Employee Break Rooms 
2. Licensed Care Facilities operating in Group R-3 occupancy 
3. Group E occupancy – classrooms utilized for training in food preparation. 

 
Chapter 9 – Fire Protection and life Safety Systems 
Section 912 – Fire Department Connections 
912.1.1 Free Standing FDC.  Installation of free-standing Fire Department connection (FDC) shall mot be 
lass than tw0 (2) feet above grade, or more than (3) feet above grade. 
 
912.1.2 Free Standing FDC.  Free standing Fire Department Connection (FDC) are the preferred method 
vs. Building mounted FDC. 
 
912.5.1.1 FDC markings.  Free standing and building mounted FDC shall be marked with a visible sign 
that meets the requirement of 912.2.2 or an approved sign mounted on the building or hanging on the 
FDC free standing of not less than 4-inch white letters FDC on a red background. 
  
Chapter 11 – Construction Requirements for Existing Buildings 
1101.1 Scope.  The provisions of this chapter shall apply to existing buildings constructed prior to the 
adoption of the 2015 International Fire Code. 
 
 
Appendix D 
Fire Apparatus Access Roads 
D103.2 Grade 
Exceptions: Grade’s steeper than 10 percent as approved by the fire chief Fire Mashal or his designee. 
1) All grades in excess of 10% but not in excess of 12% may be approved when all of the following 
conditions exist: 
  a) The length of the grade does not exceed 300 feet from the beginning point of the 
grade to the termination point of the grade. 
  b) The termination point of the grade is not within 150 feet of a down-hill intersection, 
cul-de-sac, or hammerhead. 
  c) The last 75 feet of a down-hill slope approaching an intersection is not greater than 
5%. 
  d) A grade indicating sign showing the international symbol for a grade, as well as the 
numerical percentage of the grade, is installed within 75 feet of the start of both the uphill and down-
hill portions of the grade.  
 2)  All grades in excess of 12% may be approved when all of the following conditions exist: 



  a) The length of the grade does not exceed 300 feet from the beginning point of the 
grade to the termination point of the grade. 
  b) The termination point of the grade is not within 150 feet of a down-hill intersection, 
cul-de-sac, or hammerhead. 
  c) The last 75 feet of a down-hill slope approaching an intersection is not greater than 
5%. 
  d) All structures on a fire department access road with a grade greater than 12% are 
provided with a public water supply sufficient to meet the fire flow requirements of Table B105.1 and 
hydrant distribution to meet the requirement of Table C105.1. 
  e) ALL structures regulated by the International Building Code with access off a fire 
department access road with a grade greater than 12% MUST be approved with a fire sprinkler system 
in accordance with Section 903.3. 
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